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The time bar This is one of the most conspicuous

features of the Hague and Hague-Visby Rules. A claim

must be made against a carrier within a short period

from discharge, or when discharge ought to have

occurred. The reason normally given is that carriers

cannot be expected to keep records for long periods

and must know rapidly, while the events are still

reasonably fresh in the memory and on the record, to

what claims they may be subjected: the carrier must be

able to “clear his books”.
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